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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A manufacturing method of a 
steering column apparatus for a ea-rvehicle in which a 
steering column is supported and secured on the ear-vehicle 
body through a bracket, said method comprising— -tefee — s-t-ep-s — e-f: 

forming -i~n--a-d-va-n-ee--said bracket e-f- in advance, said 
bracket including a plurality of d-i-v-i-ded individual 
component S7 — an-d— een^re-e-t4rHrg--^ 

eem-peH-eH-te connected by caulking, --a-t- th e t im e -e-f— a-s s emb-lji-nrg--,- 
-s-e--a-s--t-o--a-s-semb-le--s-a-i-d--b-r-a-e-ke-t- 

wherein said individual components include: 

a U-shaped main body component which integrally 

compri ses t wo side port ions each having an insertion 



hole and extended in parallel to an axis of said 


steering column, a connecting portion 


connecting said 


side portions, and flange portions to 


be attached to 


the vehicle body, the flange portions 


having caulking 


recesses and extending, respectively, 


along sides of 



said steering column from said side portions, and 
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two separate components respectively having 
integrally first plate portions to be opposed to said 
flange portions of the main body component and provided 
with insertion projections to be connected to said 
respective inser tion ho les and second plate portions to 
be opposed to said side portions of the main body 
component and provided with caulking projections to be 
connected to sai d respect ive caulking recesses; 
wherein said insertion holes of said side portions and 
said insertion projections of said first plate portions are 
respectivel y connected to each other, and said caulking 
recesses of said flange portions and said caulking 
projections of said second plate portions are respectively 
connec ted to each other, and 

wherein shock absorbing plate members are respectively 
disposed between said side portions of the main body 
compo nent and said two separate components, an end of each 



shock absorbing plate member 


being secured 


to 


the 


vehicle 


body and extended along said 


side portions 


of 


the 


main body 



component and then bent and folded back along said first 



plate portions of said separate components. 



2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently Amended) A manufacturing method of a 
steering column apparatus for a ear -vehicle in which a 
column-side bracket attached to a steering column is brought 
into pressure contact with a body-side bracket attached 
e-n-t-eto the body of the e-a-r---t-6--be--re-t-a-i--Redveh i c 1 e , 
characterized in that: 

said column-side bracket is comprised of 
divi-ded-iji^^ components including a main body po-r-t-i-on- 

whi-eh — eenrS-ir-s-t-s — e-fcomponent having a column supporting 
portion directly in contact with and secured to a lower part 
of the steering col umn--a-n-d--s-e-e-u-r-e-d---t-o---s-a--i-d--iowe-r--p-ar- 1- and 
two side plate portions integrally formed with said column 
supporting portion and respectively in pressure contact with 
-the—inner surfaces of t-he--b-o-t-h-two side plate portions of 
said body-side bracket, the side plate portions of said main 
body component each being formed at an end thereof with a 
caulking re cess, a-n dsaid individu al components further 
including a fit plate portion -whri-eh — i-s-component having ends 
each formed with a caulking projection to be engaged with a 
corresponding one of said caulking recesses f-er-med- 
-s-e-p-a-r-a-t-ei-y — ^ effl ____ s ^ r 4 : ^^ coupling said 

side plate portions of said main body port-i-o-n-component to 
each other; and 
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said caulking recesses of -t-hesaid main body 
pe-r-t-i-e-H-c omp o n e n t and said caulking pro jections of fc-h-esaid 
fit plate pe-r-t-i-^n-coinponent are respectively connected to 

each other by caul king a-t----t^-e----t-ime----o--f----a-s-s-eKib-l-i--Rg-y -t-h-e-r eby 

a-s-&effl-bl--i-H-g---t-h-e during assembl y of said col umn - side bracket. 

4. (Currently Amended) A steering column apparatus for 
a e-a-r-vehicle comprising a body-side bracket attached to the 
body of the ea^vehicle for retaining a column-side bracket 
attached to the steering column by bringing the column-side 
bracket into pressure contact with two side plate portions 
of said body-side bracket extending in parallel to -t-hean 
axis of the steering column with the steering column passing 
therebetween, characterized in that: 

said column-side bracket is comprised of individual 
components including a main body portion whjz-ch consists 
e--f component having a column supporting portion directly in 
contact with and secured to a lower part of the steering 
col umn and — s-ee-u-r-^ed--t-o— -s-a-i-d— l-owe-r---pa-r-t--an d two side plate 
portions integrally formed with said column supporting 
portion and respectively in pressure contact with th-e— -inner 
surfaces of £h e botfesaid side plate portions of said body- 
side bracket, the side plate portions of said main body 
component each be ing formed at an end thereof with a 
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caulking recess, a-ndsaid individual components further 
including a fit plate p^-r--t--i-o-n--w-h-i-c-h---i"S--f o-r-m-ed--c omp o n e n t 
having ends each formed with a caulking projection to be 
engaged with a corresponding one of said caulking recesses 
s-epa-r-a-tely----#r^m----s-ai-d---m-a-i-n----fee^d-y----po-r-t-i-o-n---- for c o up ling said 
side plate portions of said main body portioncomponent to 
each other; and 

said caulking recesses of -t-hesaid main body 
por^t4ron:com_ponent and said caulking projections of thresaid 
fit plate per-t-i-e^ncomponent are respectively connected to 
each other by caulking. 

5. (Canceled) 
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